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Art Unit: 3752 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 and 3-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 

being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 1 recites, "a cylindrical porting region that then receives the water, 
permitting free and unobstructed flow of the water therein, constricting the end of said 
second region". As seen in Figure 1 of the instant application, the porting region does 
not further constrict the second region, but rather maintains the final cross sectional 
area of second region. 

4. Claim 14 recites the porting region constricting the end of the first region. As 
seen in Figure 1 of the instant application the porting region is not connected to the first 
region, but rather the second region. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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6. Claims 1, 3-9, and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,623,095 to Pronk. 

Regarding claim 1 , Pronk discloses a mixing device receiving water from a 

shower pipe comprising: 

-a first cylindrical region (bore inside threading 28) configured to receive water 
from the shower pipe (14) 

-a shelf, at one end of the first cylindrical region, narrowing the diameter of the 
first cylindrical region, said shelf configured to receive water from said first cylindrical 
region, wherein said shelf has a planar surface configured to receive water from said 
first cylindrical region. See Figure 2. 

-an aperture, on said planar surface, at the center of the surface. See Figure 2. 

-the aperture configured to receive water from the first cylindrical region. 

-a second region (32a) that then receives the water, with a gradually narrowing 
diameter permitting free and unobstructed flow of the water therein, said second region 
configured to receive water form said shelf. See Figure 2. 

-a cylindrical porting region (32b) that then receives the water, permitting free 
and unobstructed flow of the water therein, constricting the end of said second region 
(in the same manner as the instant application), said cylindrical porting region 
configured to receive water from the second region. 

-a third region (point halfway of 32b and ending at expansion before 32c) that 
then receives the water, in communication with the porting region, the third region 
configured to receive water form the cylindrical porting region. 
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-an inlet (42) in communication with the third region, the inlet positioned after the 
third region receivers water form the porting region, 
-a tube (36) attached to the inlet 

-a solution apparatus (24) in communication with the tube. 

-a point of dispersal of the water (12), in communication with the third region, the 
point of dispersal configured to receive water form the third region. See Figure 1 and 2. 

Regarding claim 3, the second region is conical in shape. See Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 4, said inlet can intake solution. See figure 3. 

Regarding claim 5, because of the shape of the porting region being smaller than 
the previous region, the velocity of water would increase. 

Regarding claim 6, the third region uses venturi force to combine solution from 
the solution apparatus with water exiting from the porting region. See column 5 lines 50 
to 60. 

Regarding claim 7, the solution apparatus has at least one solution reservoir 

(48). 

Regarding claim 8, the one solution reservoir holds a solution. See column 6 
lines 35 to 58. 

Regarding claim 9, the solution reservoir has an aperture (44) for release of the 
solution. 

Regarding claims 12 and 13, the solution is soap or some other liquid. See the 
abstract. 
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Regarding claim 14, Plank discloses a mixing device for reciveing water, 
comprising: 

-a first region that receives the water (bore inside threading 28). 

-a shelf, at one end of the first cylindrical region, narrowing the diameter of the 
first cylindrical region, said shelf configured to receive water from said first cylindrical 
region, wherein said shelf has a planar surface configured to receive water from said 
first cylindrical region. See Figure 2. 

-an aperture, on said planar surface, at the center of the surface. See Figure 2. 

-the aperture configured to receive water from the first cylindrical region. 

-a second region (32a) that then receives the water, with a gradually narrowing 
diameter permitting free and unobstructed flow of the water therein, in communication 
with a porting region. See Figure 2. 

-a porting region (32b) that then receives the water, constricting the end of said 
second region (in the same manner as the instant application). 

- an inlet (42) in communication with the third region, the inlet positioned after the 
third region receivers water form the porting region. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to v\^ich said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claims 10 and 1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 4,623,095 to Pronk in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,333,789 to Garneys. 

Pronk discloses all of the limitations of the claims except for a supply hose in 
communication with the inlet. Garneys discloses a soap dispenser connected to a 
showerhead by means of a hose. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to connect the soap dispenser of 
Pronk with a hose as taught by Garneys in order to locate the soap dispenser at a 
desired position rather than requiring to be attached directly to the shower head. This 
modification would also allow for easier refiling of the soap reservoir. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents are cited to show the art with respect to 
soap dispensers for showerheads. Duffield, Heald, Vicari, Gundlach, Hudson, Bishop, 
Hardy, Headen, and BIy. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Seth Barney whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4896. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm (Mon-Fri), first friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Scherbel can be reached on (571 )272-491 9. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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